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Conciliatory Seeing in the early Berlin Academy;  

Models of Solomon’s Temple as Objects of Scientific Inquiry

Kelly J. Whitmer

My project examines the status of three-dimensional models of Solomon’s Temple (and the Jewish Tabernacle) as scientific objects for several early members of Berlin’s Societas Scientarum (f. 1701).  Historians have mostly judged the pre-1740 achievements of this organization to be insignificant; therefore, the activities of the first members have been little studied.  Their projects have also been overshadowed by scholars’ attention to G.W. Leibniz’s involvement with the body as its first president.  But when the first members of the Academy are treated as practitioners of a Christian philosophy, or philanthropy, who sought to transform the world by developing new pedagogical techniques, new pharmaceutical regimens and new universal measuring devices, a very different portrait emerges.  The reflective practices of these individuals suggest that they saw Solomon’s Temple models as „conciliatory objects“ around which viewers of every sort of confessional background could gather and consume in order improve their ability to see certain truths.  The project treats these models as productive sites in which early Enlightenment aesthetics, moral philosophy, theology, natural law, philanthropy and practical mathematics came together, and it assesses their contributions to the history of scientific practice.

